
Sustainability Advisory Committee on Energy and the Environment 
February 17, 2010 

 
MINUTES  

 
 
Members Present : Matthew Raker – Chair, Ashley Featherstone- ViceChair, Ryan Blau, 
Melanie Brethauer, Jane Mathews, Duncan McPherson, Sasha Vrtunski 
Staff: Councilmember Cecil Bothwell, Maggie Ullman, Rachel Doebber, Linda Fowler, Phil 
Kleisler  
Guests: Rick Clemenzi, Judy Siglin, Benjamin Colvin, Jennifer Langton 

1. Welcome and introduction of Linda Fowler: EECBG Energy Retrofit Project Manager.   

- Maggie Ullman introduced Linda Fowler, who then spoke on her background as it 
relates to sustainability and her current work with the City of Asheville.  

- The Committee members, SACEE Staff and guests gave brief introductions of 
themselves.    

2. Action Items 

a. Sasha Vrtunski moved to approve the January 20, 2010 minutes noting that staff will 
clarify one acronym on page three, paragraph five: the Buncombe County Gang 
Prevention Project (GVPP). This motion was seconded by Melanie Brethauer.  

3. Presentations   

a. Matthew Raker introduced Shannon Tuch and discussed the top priorities indentified at 
the SACEE Retreat. Of these were the decision to review the city’s Unified 
Development Ordinance (UDO) and how it relates to sustainability efforts in the 
community. 

Shannon Tuch gave a brief overview of the City of Asheville’s Code of Ordinances, the 
UDO, the 2025 Comprehensive Plan, and Smart Growth Policies. She then explained 
that the City of Asheville has initiated rather large amendments to the UDO, including 
open space development, steep slope ridge top development, and update on the 
landscape ordinance, and the density bonus application.  

Shannon Tuch then spoke of the community engagement challenges planners typically 
have in implementing ordinance changes, as well as the fair amount of current 
discussion in regards to rewriting the UDO.  

The Planning and Development Department is currently working on a table of usage for 
the UDO. This technical exercise will organize the information into a more user 
friendly format. This exercise has since led to new conversations regarding the 
collapsing of zoning districts. One topic that has come from these conversations is the 



creation of a new commercial corridor district that would allow multi modal transit and 
higher density. 

Cecil Bothwell asked that aside from outside regulation of density, what other ways can 
the UDO help green the community? Shannon Tuch explained that the city can look at 
landscape and park requirements.  

Melanie Brethauer commented that greening the UDO should start at the staff level and 
would take multiple city departments. Shannon Tuch responded that policy and 
community support is needed to implement a number of initiatives and a good starting 
point for SACEE would perhaps be a review of the city’s Comprehensive Plan to 
ensure it still aligns well with the city’s vision.  

Cecil Bothwell commented that City Council is currently pushing serious sustainability 
efforts. However, more tangible advice would be greatly appreciated. Coming from the 
City Council retreat, “green” should underwrite all policy decisions.  

The Committee then asked Shannon Tuch to provide a brief memo at the March 
Committee meeting outlining challenges and roadblocks the city has encountered in the 
2025 Comprehensive Plan.  

The Committee discussed the general topic of building codes and agreed to have 
Building Safety Director, Robert Griffin present at the March Committee meeting.  

4. Discussion 

a. Matthew Raker and Maggie Ullman explained the recent process of the Financial White 
Paper and asked the Committee for feedback. Duncan McPherson commented that 
growth patterns mentioned in the paper may apply to SACEE. The Committee then 
discussed various methods in managing utilities and past barriers in regards to 
performance contracting.  

The Committee discussed the possible overlapping of city master plans. Cecil Bothwell 
commented on a recent discussion with the Information Technologies Department 
about having a GIS map created that shows all the master plans and how they overlap. 
The committee discussed the benefits of having such a document and that perhaps this 
potential project should start by focusing on a specific geographic area. 

Cecil Bothwell referred to the Financial White Paper in explaining Asheville’s daytime 
to nighttime population, parking issues downtown, and the idea of having satellite park-
and-ride areas outside of downtown.  

5. Public Comments 

- Did the Planning and Development Department consider a Smart Code for density? The 
committee replied that they do look at code and do research prior to implementation.  



-  Is there any update on Pace? Maggie Ullman replied that there may be an update the 
March Committee meeting, or as soon as staff are able to provide it.  

- Is there any low hanging fruit in City Facilities? Maggie Ullman discussed facilities 
management with the city facilities.   

- Any talk about increasing the carbon footprint standards? Maggie Ullman replied that 
the city needs more research on the topic.  

6. Next meeting March 17th at 3:00pm in the Public Works Building. 

7. The Committee meeting adjourned at 5:09 PM.   
 


